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Vogue México highlights
the best of Texas
By Joy Sewing
Vogue México loves Texas.
Just browse the pages of the
September issue, which celebrates the beauty, style and food
of Houston, El Paso, Austin,
Dallas and Marfa.
In honor of Texas style,
Vogue México editor-in-chief
Karla Martinez de Sala recently
hosted a party for Houston
tastemakers at Steak 48 in River
Oaks District. The El Paso native was joined by Lynn Wyatt,
who is featured beautifully in
the magazine.
Also spotlighted in the pages:
the Oscar de la Renta retrospective at Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston — curated by legendary Vogue editor-at-large André
Leon Talley — the Menil Collection, The Webster, The Chinati
Foundation, El Cósmico, Kick
Pleat and the newly renovated
Four Seasons Hotel Houston.
Martinez de Sala talked about
her days working at American
Vogue, the New York Times’ T
magazine and W magazine and
her love affair with all things
Texas:
Q: You’re from El Paso,
so how did you end up in
Mexico City?
A: I lived in New York for 16
years and moved to Mexico City
almost three years ago. I was
an assistant at American Vogue
many years ago, then I worked
at the New York Times then at
W. I resigned from W because
my husband got a job offer to
move back to Mexico City. He’s
from there.
Q: So you never lived in
Mexico before?

A: Our September cover is a
Dominican model, Lineisy Montero. A lot of Latin girls aren’t
getting covers of other major
magazines, so it’s my job to support them and make sure people
know they are out here. Now,
in the digital space, we have
followers all over the world, and
it makes it easy to promote the
region and promote models and
help the world see who they are.
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A: My parents are from there,
but I never actually lived there.
It’s an adjustment. When I’m
there, I love it, then when I’m
here in the States, I love it, too.
Q: What is life like after
the recent earthquake?
A: There are some parts that
look like nothing happened,
much like Houston after the
hurricane. Then you go a couple
of blocks over and there are
buildings that have fallen or
need to be torn down. It’s been
hard, but we’re working on it.
Q: Why did you want to
celebrate Texas now?
A: We decided to do Texas
because there was a big tendency on the runways to have
a Texas look. Nina Ricci did all
of these cowboys, McQueen did
a lot of boots, and we thought

maybe we should celebrate this
Western style and this Texas influence. We wanted to highlight
the best of Texas.
Q: What did you learn
about Houston?
A: Growing up in El Paso,
we’re kind of like the black
sheep of Texas. I was in Houston last year when they opened
The Webster. There’s so much
culture here and so much to do.
People don’t talk about Houston
as this big cultural place. You
hear people speaking French,
Spanish, etc. You have two
very big industries — oil and
the medical field — so you get
people from all over the world.
You recruit the best of everything here.
Q: Let’s talk about Mexico.
What are your favorite
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places to visit?
A: Where do I start? Puebla,
Oaxca, Taxco, San Miguel and
the secret beach, La Paz. Now,
the choices in Mexico are greater. Before, we used to have the
problem that things were much
more expensive in Mexico, but
it’s not the case anymore.
Q: Some people may not
know there’s Vogue México
and Vogue Latin América,
right?
A: Yes, we want to emphasize the region and help the
local designers. There’s so
many places that need to be
discovered in Latin America,
and there’s so many things to
do. That’s the important part of
Vogue México.
Q: You also get a chance to
highlight Latin models.

Q: What do you want people to know about Mexico?
A: There’s so much to see.
People don’t know how much
there is to see and do. You see
1970s architecture, Aztec culture, the pre-Colombian world
and Spanish colonial history.
Also, the culinary experience
has been elevated to another
level.
Q: Favorite designers?
A: Oscar de la Renta, of
course. Carolina Herrera. I
used to work for her, and I love
the way she makes women feel
good. Proenza Schouler, Prada,
Phoebe Philo at Céline, Chloé’s
designer Natacha Ramsay-Levi
and Johanna Ortiz of Colombia. I save my pennies for the
women designers.
Q: What to you like about
working in fashion?
A: I love the discovery of
opening a magazine and learning about something new that
I didn’t know existed. I love
finding new designers. Now
with digital platforms, it’s much
easier to support people. I just
love content. I love putting a
magazine together.
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Steve Tyrell dazzles luncheon guests
By Amber Elliott
“To be truly radiant
comes from within,” Philamena Baird told the
Razzle Dazzle ladies who
lunch. And in case anyone
at the event benefiting the
Bobetta C. Lindig Breast
Care Center felt less than
luminous, she and fellow
co-chair Regina Garcia
had arranged for gold
drawstring bags containing rhinestone brooches to
be placed at each tablesetting.
The event honored
three-time breast-cancer
survivor honoree Hallie
Vanderhider, and Anne
E. Neeson, Memorial
Hermann Foundation
executive vice president
and CEO, waxed poetic
over her illustrious private equity résumé, love
of fashion and dynamic
personality.
“I think what Anne is
trying to say is that I can’t
keep a job, I talk too much
and have Fady (Armanious) style me,” Vanderhider quipped during her
acceptance speech.
Vanderhider then
switched gears, revealing why she rarely talked
about her diagnosis. “I
had a boss who said to

keep your personal life out
of the office. And my son
had already experienced
some loss in his life, and I
didn’t want to pile on.”
But Vanderhider
said meeting Kristina
Somerville two years ago
introduced her to a new
perspective. At the time,
Somerville’s mother had
been recently diagnosed
with breast cancer. Their
family went a different
route, talking openly
about it and even naming
the tumor.
“Memorial Hermann
makes it all less terrible,”
Vanderhider said. “It’s a
horrible ordeal for anyone to endure, but they
seem to make it better.
I wouldn’t be surprised
if someone at Memorial
Hermann found the cure
— they’re that far ahead of
the pack.”
After Bill King showed
off his impressive — and
somewhat surprising —
auctioneer chops, Houston native, St. Thomas
High School alum and
Grammy-winning singer
Steve Tyrell lit up the
stage with “The Way You
Look Tonight” and “Stand
by Me.”
The eighth annual
soiree exceeded its

goal, with more than
$300,000 raised. For a
$25 donation, supporters
received a gold-rimmed
champagne flute courtesy
of Events and a raffle
ticket for a chance to win
a $10,000 shopping spree
at Tenenbaum. Though
Elizabeth Graham
walked away with the
five-figure jewelry prize,
most departed the Westin
Memorial City clutching
their brooch swag or
brand-new flutes — no
woman left behind.
amber.elliott@chron.com
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